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A Beautiful Day at Beautiful Things 

15th May 2013, Brentwood, Essex 

Claire Mackaness from Beautiful Things has now opened her new studio in Brentwood, Essex. 
Teaching crafts such as; crochet, décopatch, quilting, and even the basics, such as, zips, 
buttonholes and how to use a sewing machine.  

Beautiful Things launched 10 years ago, starting with cards, then glass painting, moving onto 
contemporary works of art, soap making, back to cards and then onto sewing.   
 
"Let’s just say I get bored easily!" Said Claire 
 
Claire is been an irreplaceable member of the community, she started the Ingrave Community 
Market in September 2009 as an opportunity to promote her wares locally and encourage other 
like minded crafty types to sell theirs.   
 
She then started the Brentwood Bag Project in 2011 with funding from the Brentwood Share 
fund. The Brentwood Bag Project allows groups, schools and organisations to learn how to 
make re-usable shopping bags from re-claimed and recycled materials, selling them through 
local independent retailers in the town. 
 
Since opening her craft workshop in Ingrave, Essex, Claire has also been able to open up her 
studio to other local artists, offering her loyal customers the opportunity to learn many different 
crafts. Regular classes are taught by Helen Smith of Helen Rose Glass and Lynne Sharpe of 
The Make It Room.  
 
Claire stated, "I started offering lessons two years ago from my living room teaching the crafty 
people of Essex and Greater London how to do basic crochet and sewing. Since my classes 
had grown in popularity it only seemed logical to find a permanent headquarters to operate from 
and offer the space to other local craftspeople.”  
 
Lynne runs felt making courses in conjunction with Blooming Felt who open their shedquarters 
in Chelmsford, after selected workshops for instant craft shopping. 
 
Helen is proud to be a selected artist taking part in Colchester Zoo's 'Stand Tall' giraffe trail 
this summer where 30 2.5m tall giraffes will be on display on the streets of Colchester before 
moving to the banks of The Thames in September. They will be then auctioned for the charity 
'Action in the Wild'. 

For a full list of classes please visit www.clairemackaness.com 
 

http://www.clairemackaness.com/
http://brentwoodbagproject.co.uk/
http://www.clairemackaness.com/contactus.html
http://www.helenroseglass.co.uk/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themakeitroom.co.uk%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmNxTNmoEZaeO3K18_q2gZiaPcNg
http://www.bloomingfelt.co.uk/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clairemackaness.com%2Fclasses.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG1QaoTKw-oEaCD7S0PN5BS89_fhQ
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Editors Notes 

For any further information please contact Louise Jose of Belle Business Solutions: 

01277412502 

074841849181 

info@bellebusinesssolutions.co.uk 

 

About Beautiful Things 

Claire Mackaness is a self taught craftsperson based in Brentwood, Essex. She specialises in 
making ‘Beautiful Things’ as gifts for you and your home and sharing her skills and techniques 
in her classes and workshops. Beautiful Things HQ is based in a converted stable block in the 
village of Ingrave. Two miles outside of the main town of Brentwood in Essex with great links to 
public transport and main roads. Inside you will find the comforts of home, lots of tea and a 
friendly team of tutors who are dedicated to enabling you to learn all manner of crafts in a fun 
and enjoyable way. 

About Helen Rose Glass 

Helen first discovered glass on a stall at Brentwood Strawberry Fair and loved it. After buying 
huge amounts of her stock over several months she decided it was time to learn how to make it 
herself, and so found a one day course in London, the rest as they say is history... after 10 more 
months of weekly workshops and a house move enabling her space for a kiln it was!  
 
That was all back in 2005, and since then Helen has been on many more glass workshops to 
build her skills and knowledge and now runs workshops in her home studio in East 
Hanningfield, Chelmsford, Essex. 
 
In 2006 Helen was selected as a member of The Guild of Essex Craftsmen and regularly 
attends their craft fairs to exhibit her glass work while demonstrating her glass making skills. In 
2011 she became a stained glass apprentice at Glass From The Past and is now able to take 
on leaded window designs. 
 
In September 2012 Helen left teaching to become a full time glass artist after 11 years in a 
school art room she is now teaching in three other locations, including Fused Glass 
Masterclasses at Glass From The Past Gallery. Helen also displays work for sale in Glass From 
The Past Gallery, Barleylands in Billericay.  
 

http://bellebusinesssolutions.co.uk/
mailto:info@bellebusinesssolutions.co.uk
http://www.clairemackaness.com/
http://www.helenroseglass.co.uk/
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About The Make it Room 
“The Make It Room” is based in Howe Green, Chelmsford at the home of Lynne Sharpe. 
Specialising in textiles and workshops in felt making, knitting, crochet, sewing, lampshade 
making, painted furniture and découpage. 
 
Until recently, Lynne has been one of a group of Resident Artists at the Stables Visitor Centre at 
Hylands House in Chelmsford, but has now left to work full time on expanding The Make It 
Room. 
 
Lynne is a qualified interior designer, teacher and also offers sessions in room and colour 
planning, as well as sample boards and technical drawing. 
 
Lynne runs feltmaking courses in conjunction with Blooming Felt who open their shedquarters 
after selected workshops for instant craft shopping 
 
About Blooming Felt 
Blooming Felt Ltd started life in 2007 after its Founder (Sarah Tremelling) struggled to find items 
needed to complete a craft project. Since then, Blooming Felt has grown to become one of the 
UK's market leading stockists of 100% wool felt craft supplies and is the original home of the 
“pick & mix” felt ball! 
 
From felt sheets to felt purses, felt balls to felt string, Blooming Felt source and supply the best 
quality 100% wool felt from Fairtrade suppliers around the world ensuring their workers are paid 
fair salaries, along with providing both childcare and healthcare benefits, they also donate 
apercentage of their profits to local charities. 

 

http://www.themakeitroom.co.uk/
http://www.bloomingfelt.co.uk/

